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MBFR NEGOTIATIONS 

FROM US REP MBFR 
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TAGS: PARM, NATO 

SUBJECT: MBFR NEGOTIATIONS: PRESS GUIDANCE CONCERNING EASTERN 
FREEZE PROPOSAL 

ON MARCH 30, THE AD HOC GROUP APPROVED THE FOLLOWING 
REPORT INFORMING THE NAC AS REGARDS PRESS GUIDELINES 
AGREED TO BY THE GROUP CONCERNING THE EASTERN PROPOSAL 
THAT PARTICIPANTS AGREE NOT TO INCREASE THE NUMERICAL STRENGTH 
OF THEIR ARMED FORCES IN THE AREA FOR THE DURATION OF THE 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

BEGIN TEXT 
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1 . RECENTLY EASTERN REPRESENTATIVES HAVE RENEWED THEIR 
PROPOSAL THAT EACH SIDE IN THE VIENNA TALKS SHOULD AGREE 
TO FREEZE ITS MANPOWER FOR THE DURATION OF THE TALKS. IN 
THE PLENARY SESSION OF MARCH 17, THEY SUGGESTED THAT THIS 
BE DONE AT LEVELS CORRESPONDING TO THE FIGURES TABLED BY 
EACH SIDE FOR ITS MILITARY MANPOWER IN THE AREA. THE AD 
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HOC GROUP HAS ADOPTED THE FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDELINES FOR 
ITS USE ON AN IF ASKED BASIS. 

A. BOTH SIDES IN THESE TALKS HAVE PROPOSED A 
NON-INCREASE COMMITMENT ON MILITARY MANPOWER. THE 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO PROPOSALS. AND IT IS AN 
ESSENTIAL ONE, IS BETWEEN THE CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH 
SUCH A COMMITMENT WOULD BE CONCLUDED. 

B. IN THE WEST'S VIEW, A NON-INCREASE COMMITMENT 
SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ONLY IN THE CONTEXT OF A 
SATISFACTORY FIRST PHASE REDUCTION AGREEMENT WHICH 
WOULD NOT CONTRACTUALIZE THE EXISTING LARGE EASTERN 
SUPERIORITY IN MILITARY MANPOWER IN THE AREA. 

C. TO BE EFFECTIVE, A NON-INCREASE COMMITMENT MUST ALSO 
BE BASED ON FACTS - THAT IS, ON ACTUAL FIGURES 
AGREED BY BOTH SIDES. 

D. THIS REQUIREMENT HAS NOT BEEN MET MERELY BECAUSE 
BOTH EAST AND WEST HAVE TABLED FIGURES IN VIENNA 

ON MILITARY MANPOWER IN THE AREA. IN FACT, THERE IS 
SUBSTANTIAL DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES ABOUT 
THE FIGURES ON WARSAW PACT FORCES IN THE REDUCTION AREA. 

E. ANY NON-INCREASE PROPOSAL BASED ON DATA ON 
WHICH THERE IS DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN EAST AND WEST 
WOULD BE UNWORKABLE AND A CONTINUING SOURCE OF 
MISUNDERSTANDING AND CONTENTION BETWEEN EAST 
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AND WEST. 

F. IT ALSO GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT THE WEST 
WOULD NOT ACCEPT ANY ARRANGEMENT WHICH WOULD 
IMPLY THE ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL MANPOWER 
CEILINGS FOR EACH WESTERN DIRECT PARTICIPANT. 

G. FOR THESE REASONS. THE WEST CONSIDERS THAT 

THE EASTERN FREEZE PROPOSAL IS NEITHER FEASIBLE NOR 
ACCEPTABLE. 

END TEXT. RESOR 


SECRET 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 

Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INSTRUCTIONS, POLICIES, ALLIANCE, PRESS COMMENTS, TEXT, AGREEMENTS, BALANCED FORCE REDUCTIONS, THE PRESS, 
NEGOTIATIONS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS, FORCE & TROOP LEVELS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 31 -Mar-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MBFRV00160 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 73-0532, D77011 1-0823 

Format: TEL 
From: MBFR VIENNA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977033/aaaaacgc.tel 

Line Count: 109 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 3f6520b3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ACDA 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3019587 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MBFR NEGOTIATIONS: PRESS GUIDANCE CONCERNING EASTERN FREEZE PROPOSAL ON MARCH 30, THE AD HOC GROUP 

APPROVED THE FOLLOWI 

TAGS: PARM, US, NATO, NAC, MBFR 

To: NATO BRUSSELS 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/3f6520b3-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



